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A legislation that seeks to safeguard 
the rights of consumers is being 
worked on and expected to be laid 
in parliament soon, caretaker Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry, Samuel 
Abu Jinapor, has announced.

Hitherto, consumers had no remedy 
over unfair trade practices, but with 
the new bill in the o�ng and being 
the �rst of its kind, it become signi�-
cant for people and businesses.  

Presenting a statement on the �oor 
of the House on yesterday, Mr. 
Jinapor stated that most countries 
have Consumer Protection Policies 
and Legislation that secure the rights 
of consumers against unfair practic-
es.
He cited instances such as Australia’s 
Competition and Consumer Act, 
2010; Canada’s Consumer Product 
Safety Act, 2010; the UK’s Consumer 
Rights Act, 2015; South Africa’s Con-
sumer Protection Act, 2018; and In-

Member of Parliament for Afram 
Plains North constituency in the 
Eastern Region, Betty Nana Efua 
Krosbi Mensah has been presented 
with the 2022 best Female lawmak-
er award she won ahead of her col-
leagues following a survey con-
ducted by FAKS Investigative Ser-

vices.

The young MP emerged as the over-
all joint  winner of the awards to-
gether with Member for Ayawaso 
West Wuogon Constituency in the 
capital, Lydia Seyram Alhassan, 
among 40 ranked Female lawmakers 
in the country for their exceptional 
service to humanity. 

The rare and extraordinary 
commendation of Ghana In-
vestment Fund for Electronic 
Communication (GIFEC) by 
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) of Parliament 
during a review of GIFEC’s 
Statement of Operations and 
Financial Position on 3rd Feb-
ruary, 2023, goes to a�rm the 
stellar leadership of Mrs. 
Ursula Owusu-Ekuful (MP), as 
Minister in charge of Commu-
nications and Digitalisation 
and Chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees of GIFEC.
Isaac Yaw Opoku - Member of 

Parliament (MP) for O�nso 
South Constituency, who led 
the review, observed that 
GIFEC posted an impressive 
7.2% increase in surplus of 
income over expenditure, 
compared to the previous 
year, signi�cantly improving 
its liquidity, as a result.  He 
concluded that GIFEC's “�-
nancial position is very good. 
Non-Current Assets in-
creased by 14.5%, Current 
Assets by 20.1%. Their liquidi-
ty position is very strong and 
(has) even improved over the 
previous year. In fact, they 

did well and need to be commended”.
Indeed, GIFEC, under the stewardship of Mrs. Ow-
usu-Ekuful (MP), as Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the Fund since 2017, has chalked un-
precedented accomplishments, not only in terms 
of the aforementioned prudent �nancial manage-
ment, but also in terms of the magnitude and 
impact of its projects.
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it, which will mean that we will come 
back to this House and I see that the 
sentiments in parliament suggest 
that there will be a lot of enthusiasm 
and support for this kind of legisla-
tive intervention.

Hopefully, when we are able to pass 
it through parliament, Ghana will for 
the �rst time have a Consumer Pro-
tection Right Act. We will have a 
piece of legislation which deals with 
consumer protection and culminate 
into having a state agency which will 
be responsible for ensuring that we 
protect consumers in our country, 
that is the gist of what I came to say 
in parliament.

I know that I am not going to be long 
at the Ministry of Trade but we have 
to begin and I have no doubt that the 
trade minister designate will drag 

The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 
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IMF assigns Resident Advis-
er to Bank of Ghana

Betty Krosbi Mensah re-
ceives 2022 Best Female MP 
Award

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has appointed a Res-
ident Advisor to the Bank of 
Ghana (BoG) to oversee �nan-
cial sector supervision in the 
country.

The fund appointed Leonard 
Chumo, an Irish and Kenyan, to 
the central bank this month to 
provide technical assistance and 
help build the capacity of the 
banking supervision function of 
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By Eugene Davis

Consumer protection law in
the offing…as gov’t prepares 
a bill to parliament 

The amount represents the government’s carried interest in the 
operations of the Akyem mine.
The cheque presentation was made by executives of Newmont 
Africa, led by the Regional Senior Vice-President - Africa Opera-
tions, David Thornton.
Mr Thornton thanked the government for its continuous sup-
port to Newmont Africa’s Ahafo and Akyem mines and reiterated 
the company’s commitment to responsible mining operations, 
while looking to expand Newmont Africa’s footprint in the coun-
try with the Ahafo North project.
“Our Ahafo North project remains a key strategic growth pros-
pect for Newmont Africa, and its successful construction and 
subsequent operation will have immense ene�ts to our host 

Speaking at a brief awards ceremony 
in Parliament House on Friday 10th 
February 2023, an elated Betty Krosbi 
Mensah thanked FAKS Investigative 
Services for recognizing her contribu-
tion to society even as a rural MP 
whose constituents lack several social 
amenities.

According to her, even though the 
geographical location and the disad-
vantaged nature of the Afram Plains 
North constituency does not enable 
her count herself among the best, the 
award will spur her on to give o� her 
best.

“..This award motivates me to do more 
for my people. I feel a special respon-
sibility to champion the interests of 
my people, especially those on the 
Islands.”

“I am determined to do things di�er-
ently, using my platform as a Member 
of Parliament to bring the necessary 
development to reduce the challeng-
es facing my people,” Hon Betty 
stated.

She recounted some of the develop-
mental projects she has successfully 
executed for the people, especially 
the deprived and far to reach commu-
nities in the constituency.

These includes the reshaping and 
graveling of some feeder roads, build-
ing of health facilities, mostly CHPS 
Compounds, provision of scholarship 
to needy school children, erecting of 
pavilions for remote communities, 
payment of medical bills and support 
for persons living with disability 
among others.

PAC’s commendation of GIFEC
shows Ursula’s excellent
 leadership 

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.

this when he gets into o�ce. 

This is such a crucial intervention that 
is long overdue and all of us have an 
example of having being short-
changed or having procured a good 
or service and didn’t get what they 
paid for or value for money and yet 
didn’t have remedy and were left to 
themselves.”

Further, the minister indicated that 
due to the absence of a legislation, it 
has led to a signi�cant part of the 
market remaining unregulated in 
terms of consumer protection, lead-
ing to a constant violation of consum-
er rights without adequate remedy. 

In those areas that seem to be regu-
lated, there are instances of jurisdic-
tional con�ict among the various reg-
ulators, leaving the consumer with no 

remedy. “In short, consumers are not 
getting value for money.”

Mr. Jinapor also added that these com-
plexities, coupled with the general lack 
of consumer awareness, lack of access to 
the courts absence of low-cost, quick, 
and accessible fora and methods for res-
olution of consumer complaints, low 
levels of consumer activism, and consid-
erable institutional capacity constraints, 
require a legislative intervention to 
ensure that the rights of consumers are 
adequately protected.

On 15th March 2023, the world will be 
celebrating Consumer Rights Day, a day 
set aside to raise global awareness 
about consumer rights and needs, to ad-
vocate for the respect and protection of 
the rights of all consumers, and to pro-
test against market abuses and social in-
justices that undermine consumer 
rights.

She  reiterated her resolve to work 
hard to justify the con�dence reposed 
in her through the award.

Presenting the award, lead Investiga-
tor at Faks Investigative Services Mr 
Yaw Sarpong said the Afram Plains 
North MP was selected for the award 
following a thorough investigation in 
her work and visibility in the constitu-
ency, her work on the �oor of parlia-
ment and based on the accounts of 
her colleague MPs, journalists and 
other stakeholders.

 She was supported by her colleagues 
including First Deputy Minority Whip, 
Ahmed Ibrahim to receive the cita-
tion.

The MP for Ho West, Hon Emmanuel 
Kwesi Bedzrah commended Betty for 
her hard work, describing it as a chal-
lenge to all MPs, especially the female 
colleagues in the Legislative House.

On her part, a female MP for Pusiga, 
Hon Laadi Ayi Ayamba congratulated 
her for the award and said, it was the 
hard work and the trust that the con-
stituents have for her that earned the 
award and encouraged her never to 
let down the people who voted for 
her to represent them in parliament.

 Ms Betty Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah 
entered parliament in 2017 after win-
ning the Afram Plains North in the De-
cember 2016 general election and 
retain the seat it in the 2020 general 
elections.

She has been working since then with 
the Chiefs and people of the area, a 
constituency with over 575 communi-
ties, where over 222 of the communi-

ties are on the Islands of the Volta 
Lake.

 Background

FAKS Investigative Services adjudged 
the Afram Plains North and Ayawaso 
West Wuogon constituencies – Betty 
Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah and Lydia 
Seyram Alhassan as best Female MPs 
for the year 2022.

The two MPs according to the 2022 
report published by the Research and 
Investigative body topped the list of 
all Forty (40) Women Lawmakers in 
Ghana’s Parliament due to their hard-

work and level of development cham-
pioned in their respective constituen-
cies in the year under review.
FAKS Investigative Services annually 
announces the performance of Minis-
ters, Deputy Ministers, Regional Min-
isters, Members of Parliament, and 
Chief Executive O�cers of State 
Owned Enterprises (SOEs).

Concerning Members of Parliament, 
FAKS said it’s team considers develop-
ment in their constituencies and 
works in Parliament as well.
“Our team is made up of researchers, 
media practitioners and academia 

that do the assessment based on the 
outcome of the �ndings they re-
ceived.

The survey took place between the 
months of October and December, 
2022 and it was the 11th Edition of 
FAKS’s project.

Respondents for the survey were civil 
society organizations (CSOs), teach-
ers, students, business owners, driv-
ers, traders, Journalists, traditional 
rulers and others. 
 

UBA Marks Valentine’s
Day with “Peel The Love
Initiative”

Web-based payment solutions will boost financial inclusion- 
AZA Finance
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A legislation that seeks to safeguard 
the rights of consumers is being 
worked on and expected to be laid 
in parliament soon, caretaker Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry, Samuel 
Abu Jinapor, has announced.

Hitherto, consumers had no remedy 
over unfair trade practices, but with 
the new bill in the o�ng and being 
the �rst of its kind, it become signi�-
cant for people and businesses.  

Presenting a statement on the �oor 
of the House on yesterday, Mr. 
Jinapor stated that most countries 
have Consumer Protection Policies 
and Legislation that secure the rights 
of consumers against unfair practic-
es.
He cited instances such as Australia’s 
Competition and Consumer Act, 
2010; Canada’s Consumer Product 
Safety Act, 2010; the UK’s Consumer 
Rights Act, 2015; South Africa’s Con-
sumer Protection Act, 2018; and In-

Member of Parliament for Afram 
Plains North constituency in the 
Eastern Region, Betty Nana Efua 
Krosbi Mensah has been presented 
with the 2022 best Female lawmak-
er award she won ahead of her col-
leagues following a survey con-
ducted by FAKS Investigative Ser-

vices.

The young MP emerged as the over-
all joint  winner of the awards to-
gether with Member for Ayawaso 
West Wuogon Constituency in the 
capital, Lydia Seyram Alhassan, 
among 40 ranked Female lawmakers 
in the country for their exceptional 
service to humanity. 

The rare and extraordinary 
commendation of Ghana In-
vestment Fund for Electronic 
Communication (GIFEC) by 
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) of Parliament 
during a review of GIFEC’s 
Statement of Operations and 
Financial Position on 3rd Feb-
ruary, 2023, goes to a�rm the 
stellar leadership of Mrs. 
Ursula Owusu-Ekuful (MP), as 
Minister in charge of Commu-
nications and Digitalisation 
and Chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees of GIFEC.
Isaac Yaw Opoku - Member of 

Parliament (MP) for O�nso 
South Constituency, who led 
the review, observed that 
GIFEC posted an impressive 
7.2% increase in surplus of 
income over expenditure, 
compared to the previous 
year, signi�cantly improving 
its liquidity, as a result.  He 
concluded that GIFEC's “�-
nancial position is very good. 
Non-Current Assets in-
creased by 14.5%, Current 
Assets by 20.1%. Their liquidi-
ty position is very strong and 
(has) even improved over the 
previous year. In fact, they 

did well and need to be commended”.
Indeed, GIFEC, under the stewardship of Mrs. Ow-
usu-Ekuful (MP), as Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the Fund since 2017, has chalked un-
precedented accomplishments, not only in terms 
of the aforementioned prudent �nancial manage-
ment, but also in terms of the magnitude and 
impact of its projects.
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dia’s Consumer Protection Act, 
2019.

He added that most jurisdictions 
also have special bodies that deal 
with consumer protection, citing 
the Competition and Consumer 
Commission of Australia, the Fed-
eral Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission of Nigeria, 
the Competition Commission of 
Kenya, and the Competition and 
Consumer Commission of Singa-
pore as examples.

Ghana’s attempt to protect con-
sumers predate attainment of in-
dependence, with statutes like the 
Weights and Measures Ordinance, 
1896 (Cap 188) and the Control of 
Prices Regulations, 1949 (No. 25 of 
1949).

Despite several e�orts by succes-

sive governments, the minister said 
the country has not been able to de-
velop over the years a single legisla-
tion for the protection of consumers. 

Currently, the country’s legal and reg-
ulatory framework for the protection 
of consumer rights is fragmented in 
di�erence pieces of legislation. 
Amongst them being the Public Utili-
ties Regulatory Commission Act, 1997 
(Act 538), the National Petroleum Au-
thority Act, 2005 (Act 691), the Elec-
tronic Communications Act, 2008 (Act 
775), the Public Health Act, 2012 (Act 
851), and, recently, the Ghana Stan-
dards Authority Act, 2022 (Act 1078).

Addressing the Parliamentary Press 
Corps (PPC) after he presented his 
statement, Mr. Jinapor said “I will sign 
it o� in cabinet and they will examine 
it, and we hope that they will approve 

it, which will mean that we will come 
back to this House and I see that the 
sentiments in parliament suggest 
that there will be a lot of enthusiasm 
and support for this kind of legisla-
tive intervention.

Hopefully, when we are able to pass 
it through parliament, Ghana will for 
the �rst time have a Consumer Pro-
tection Right Act. We will have a 
piece of legislation which deals with 
consumer protection and culminate 
into having a state agency which will 
be responsible for ensuring that we 
protect consumers in our country, 
that is the gist of what I came to say 
in parliament.

I know that I am not going to be long 
at the Ministry of Trade but we have 
to begin and I have no doubt that the 
trade minister designate will drag 

Newmont pays GH¢184.6m dividend-
Newmont Golden Ridge Ltd (Akyem Mine) has presented a cheque
 for GH¢184.6 million to the Government of Ghana, as dividend
 for the year 2022. 

The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 

Andrew Takyi-Appiah, 
Co-Founder and Managing Director of Zeepay

By Eugene Davis

Speaking at a brief awards ceremony 
in Parliament House on Friday 10th 
February 2023, an elated Betty Krosbi 
Mensah thanked FAKS Investigative 
Services for recognizing her contribu-
tion to society even as a rural MP 
whose constituents lack several social 
amenities.

According to her, even though the 
geographical location and the disad-
vantaged nature of the Afram Plains 
North constituency does not enable 
her count herself among the best, the 
award will spur her on to give o� her 
best.

“..This award motivates me to do more 
for my people. I feel a special respon-
sibility to champion the interests of 
my people, especially those on the 
Islands.”

“I am determined to do things di�er-
ently, using my platform as a Member 
of Parliament to bring the necessary 
development to reduce the challeng-
es facing my people,” Hon Betty 
stated.

She recounted some of the develop-
mental projects she has successfully 
executed for the people, especially 
the deprived and far to reach commu-
nities in the constituency.

These includes the reshaping and 
graveling of some feeder roads, build-
ing of health facilities, mostly CHPS 
Compounds, provision of scholarship 
to needy school children, erecting of 
pavilions for remote communities, 
payment of medical bills and support 
for persons living with disability 
among others.

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.

this when he gets into o�ce. 

This is such a crucial intervention that 
is long overdue and all of us have an 
example of having being short-
changed or having procured a good 
or service and didn’t get what they 
paid for or value for money and yet 
didn’t have remedy and were left to 
themselves.”

Further, the minister indicated that 
due to the absence of a legislation, it 
has led to a signi�cant part of the 
market remaining unregulated in 
terms of consumer protection, lead-
ing to a constant violation of consum-
er rights without adequate remedy. 

In those areas that seem to be regu-
lated, there are instances of jurisdic-
tional con�ict among the various reg-
ulators, leaving the consumer with no 

remedy. “In short, consumers are not 
getting value for money.”

Mr. Jinapor also added that these com-
plexities, coupled with the general lack 
of consumer awareness, lack of access to 
the courts absence of low-cost, quick, 
and accessible fora and methods for res-
olution of consumer complaints, low 
levels of consumer activism, and consid-
erable institutional capacity constraints, 
require a legislative intervention to 
ensure that the rights of consumers are 
adequately protected.

On 15th March 2023, the world will be 
celebrating Consumer Rights Day, a day 
set aside to raise global awareness 
about consumer rights and needs, to ad-
vocate for the respect and protection of 
the rights of all consumers, and to pro-
test against market abuses and social in-
justices that undermine consumer 
rights.

communities, the local economy, 
as well as the broader economy of 
Ghana, in terms of employment 
creation, local supply chain oppor-
tunities, as well as taxes, royalties, 
and dividend payments to govern-
ment,” Mr Thornton said.
On Newmont Africa’s direct sup-
port to the Ghanaian economy in 
the past year, beyond statutory 
payments, Mr Thornton mentioned 
the company’s support for the gov-
ernment’s gold buying programme 
that was meant to shore up the 
country’s gold reserves and help 
stabilise the economy.
In spite of global economic chal-
lenges that had negatively impact-
ed businesses globally, Newmont 
Africa was the �rst mining compa-
ny to support the government’s 
gold buying programme by selling 
3,500 ounces of gold to the gov-
ernment, through the Bank of 
Ghana (BoG) in May 2022.”
“An additional 22,500 ounces of 
gold was sold to BoG in October 
and November 2022, making a 
total of 26,000 ounces of gold sold 
to government in 2022,” he added.
Newmont commended
Receiving the cheque, the Minister 

of Finance, Ken Ofori-Atta, com-
mended Newmont Africa for its 
compliance to tax and other �nan-
cial payments to the government 
of Ghana.
The minister also lauded Newmont 
Africa for its prompt payment of 
taxes and acknowledged the po-
tential bene�ts of the Ahafo North 
project.
He said, “We welcome payments 
such as these, especially during 
these challenging times, and we 
wish to commend you for being 
prompt with your payments, be 
they taxes, royalties, or dividends.”
“We are aware that the Ghana Rev-
enue Authority has recognised 
you, on several occasions, for your 
tax compliance.
We look forward to the resumption 
of your Ahafo North project this 
year, which will bring in even more 
revenue to the state.”
Through a combination of tax pay-
ments in United States dollars, as 
well as making forex available to 
the BoG, Newmont Africa has sup-
ported and impacted forex avail-
ability to the government of 
Ghana.

Consumer protection law in the offing…
as gov’t prepares a bill toparliament

She  reiterated her resolve to work 
hard to justify the con�dence reposed 
in her through the award.

Presenting the award, lead Investiga-
tor at Faks Investigative Services Mr 
Yaw Sarpong said the Afram Plains 
North MP was selected for the award 
following a thorough investigation in 
her work and visibility in the constitu-
ency, her work on the �oor of parlia-
ment and based on the accounts of 
her colleague MPs, journalists and 
other stakeholders.

 She was supported by her colleagues 
including First Deputy Minority Whip, 
Ahmed Ibrahim to receive the cita-
tion.

The MP for Ho West, Hon Emmanuel 
Kwesi Bedzrah commended Betty for 
her hard work, describing it as a chal-
lenge to all MPs, especially the female 
colleagues in the Legislative House.

On her part, a female MP for Pusiga, 
Hon Laadi Ayi Ayamba congratulated 
her for the award and said, it was the 
hard work and the trust that the con-
stituents have for her that earned the 
award and encouraged her never to 
let down the people who voted for 
her to represent them in parliament.

 Ms Betty Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah 
entered parliament in 2017 after win-
ning the Afram Plains North in the De-
cember 2016 general election and 
retain the seat it in the 2020 general 
elections.

She has been working since then with 
the Chiefs and people of the area, a 
constituency with over 575 communi-
ties, where over 222 of the communi-

ties are on the Islands of the Volta 
Lake.

 Background

FAKS Investigative Services adjudged 
the Afram Plains North and Ayawaso 
West Wuogon constituencies – Betty 
Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah and Lydia 
Seyram Alhassan as best Female MPs 
for the year 2022.

The two MPs according to the 2022 
report published by the Research and 
Investigative body topped the list of 
all Forty (40) Women Lawmakers in 
Ghana’s Parliament due to their hard-

work and level of development cham-
pioned in their respective constituen-
cies in the year under review.
FAKS Investigative Services annually 
announces the performance of Minis-
ters, Deputy Ministers, Regional Min-
isters, Members of Parliament, and 
Chief Executive O�cers of State 
Owned Enterprises (SOEs).

Concerning Members of Parliament, 
FAKS said it’s team considers develop-
ment in their constituencies and 
works in Parliament as well.
“Our team is made up of researchers, 
media practitioners and academia 

that do the assessment based on the 
outcome of the �ndings they re-
ceived.

The survey took place between the 
months of October and December, 
2022 and it was the 11th Edition of 
FAKS’s project.

Respondents for the survey were civil 
society organizations (CSOs), teach-
ers, students, business owners, driv-
ers, traders, Journalists, traditional 
rulers and others. 
 



Member of Parliament for Afram 
Plains North constituency in the 
Eastern Region, Betty Nana Efua 
Krosbi Mensah has been presented 
with the 2022 best Female lawmak-
er award she won ahead of her col-
leagues following a survey con-
ducted by FAKS Investigative Ser-

vices.

The young MP emerged as the over-
all joint  winner of the awards to-
gether with Member for Ayawaso 
West Wuogon Constituency in the 
capital, Lydia Seyram Alhassan, 
among 40 ranked Female lawmakers 
in the country for their exceptional 
service to humanity. 

The rare and extraordinary 
commendation of Ghana In-
vestment Fund for Electronic 
Communication (GIFEC) by 
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee (PAC) of Parliament 
during a review of GIFEC’s 
Statement of Operations and 
Financial Position on 3rd Feb-
ruary, 2023, goes to a�rm the 
stellar leadership of Mrs. 
Ursula Owusu-Ekuful (MP), as 
Minister in charge of Commu-
nications and Digitalisation 
and Chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees of GIFEC.
Isaac Yaw Opoku - Member of 

Parliament (MP) for O�nso 
South Constituency, who led 
the review, observed that 
GIFEC posted an impressive 
7.2% increase in surplus of 
income over expenditure, 
compared to the previous 
year, signi�cantly improving 
its liquidity, as a result.  He 
concluded that GIFEC's “�-
nancial position is very good. 
Non-Current Assets in-
creased by 14.5%, Current 
Assets by 20.1%. Their liquidi-
ty position is very strong and 
(has) even improved over the 
previous year. In fact, they 

did well and need to be commended”.
Indeed, GIFEC, under the stewardship of Mrs. Ow-
usu-Ekuful (MP), as Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of the Fund since 2017, has chalked un-
precedented accomplishments, not only in terms 
of the aforementioned prudent �nancial manage-
ment, but also in terms of the magnitude and 
impact of its projects.
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The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 

!

Prior to her tenure, GIFEC, as part of 
its �agship Rural Telephony Project 
(RTP), had established 120 Telepho-
ny Sites, between 2005 and 2016. 
Her strategic in�uence led to the in-
novation of Ghana’s Rural Star 
UMTS 900, a solution developed by 
Huawei Technologies to signi�cant-
ly accelerate Ghana’s e�orts at 
bridging the digital divide. This 
technology, which has since been 
replicated in other African coun-
tries, resulted in the deployment of 
413 Rural Sites across the country, 
between 2017 and 2019, with MTN 
as the Network Provider, in partner-
ship with GIFEC.
Through her leadership, the Gov-

ernment of Ghana (GoG), through a 
strategic agreement with Huawei 
and China National Technical Import 
& Export Corporation (CNTIC), se-
cured funding from the China EXIM 
Bank to establish 2,016 Rural Tele-
phony Sites in as many communities 
across the country, to provide 
mobile network coverage to an esti-
mated 3.4 million more citizens. 
Since its commencement in 2020, 
though slightly delayed by 
COVID-19, 473 out of 1,008 built sites 
are active currently and delivering 
Voice and Data services to citizens. 
E�orts are in place to ensure that all 
1,008 sites are activated. Equipment 
for the completion of all 2,016 Sites 

are actually in the country, awaiting 
funding for deployment, which is ex-
pected in the near-future.
Her role in guiding the a�airs of 
GIFEC has also resulted in astronomi-
cal increase in the number of citizens 
trained in ICT, with special focus on 
women and girls. Indeed, about 
30,000 citizens have been trained in 
various ICT Programmes since 2017, 
70% of whom are female, with an esti-
mated 20,000 more Ghanaians to be 
trained by 2024.
GIFEC’s Cyberlabs Programme also, 
has since 2017, equipped 1,257 
schools, communities and public in-
stitutions with high-speed desktop 

PAC’s commendation of GIFEC 
shows Ursula’s excellent leadership

Speaking at a brief awards ceremony 
in Parliament House on Friday 10th 
February 2023, an elated Betty Krosbi 
Mensah thanked FAKS Investigative 
Services for recognizing her contribu-
tion to society even as a rural MP 
whose constituents lack several social 
amenities.

According to her, even though the 
geographical location and the disad-
vantaged nature of the Afram Plains 
North constituency does not enable 
her count herself among the best, the 
award will spur her on to give o� her 
best.

“..This award motivates me to do more 
for my people. I feel a special respon-
sibility to champion the interests of 
my people, especially those on the 
Islands.”

“I am determined to do things di�er-
ently, using my platform as a Member 
of Parliament to bring the necessary 
development to reduce the challeng-
es facing my people,” Hon Betty 
stated.

She recounted some of the develop-
mental projects she has successfully 
executed for the people, especially 
the deprived and far to reach commu-
nities in the constituency.

These includes the reshaping and 
graveling of some feeder roads, build-
ing of health facilities, mostly CHPS 
Compounds, provision of scholarship 
to needy school children, erecting of 
pavilions for remote communities, 
payment of medical bills and support 
for persons living with disability 
among others.

Betty Krosbi Mensah receives 2022 Best 
Female MP Award  

IMF assigns 
Resident 
Adviser to Bank 
of Ghana!

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.

computers and accessories, to in-
crease access to ICT equipment. 30 
additional Community ICT Centres 
(CIC), have been built in communities 
to champion the acquisition of 
knowledge in ICT. An additional 500 
Cyberlabs are expected to be setup 
between 2023 and 2024.
The Fund, beginning in 2023 is also 
embarking on a more robust moni-
toring and evaluation, and other 
maintenance and sustainability mea-
sures to improve the impact of its in-
vestments across the country, among 
other strategic e�orts, while main-
taining its vaunted prudence.

She  reiterated her resolve to work 
hard to justify the con�dence reposed 
in her through the award.

Presenting the award, lead Investiga-
tor at Faks Investigative Services Mr 
Yaw Sarpong said the Afram Plains 
North MP was selected for the award 
following a thorough investigation in 
her work and visibility in the constitu-
ency, her work on the �oor of parlia-
ment and based on the accounts of 
her colleague MPs, journalists and 
other stakeholders.

 She was supported by her colleagues 
including First Deputy Minority Whip, 
Ahmed Ibrahim to receive the cita-
tion.

The MP for Ho West, Hon Emmanuel 
Kwesi Bedzrah commended Betty for 
her hard work, describing it as a chal-
lenge to all MPs, especially the female 
colleagues in the Legislative House.

On her part, a female MP for Pusiga, 
Hon Laadi Ayi Ayamba congratulated 
her for the award and said, it was the 
hard work and the trust that the con-
stituents have for her that earned the 
award and encouraged her never to 
let down the people who voted for 
her to represent them in parliament.

 Ms Betty Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah 
entered parliament in 2017 after win-
ning the Afram Plains North in the De-
cember 2016 general election and 
retain the seat it in the 2020 general 
elections.

She has been working since then with 
the Chiefs and people of the area, a 
constituency with over 575 communi-
ties, where over 222 of the communi-

ties are on the Islands of the Volta 
Lake.

 Background

FAKS Investigative Services adjudged 
the Afram Plains North and Ayawaso 
West Wuogon constituencies – Betty 
Nana Efua Krosbi Mensah and Lydia 
Seyram Alhassan as best Female MPs 
for the year 2022.

The two MPs according to the 2022 
report published by the Research and 
Investigative body topped the list of 
all Forty (40) Women Lawmakers in 
Ghana’s Parliament due to their hard-

work and level of development cham-
pioned in their respective constituen-
cies in the year under review.
FAKS Investigative Services annually 
announces the performance of Minis-
ters, Deputy Ministers, Regional Min-
isters, Members of Parliament, and 
Chief Executive O�cers of State 
Owned Enterprises (SOEs).

Concerning Members of Parliament, 
FAKS said it’s team considers develop-
ment in their constituencies and 
works in Parliament as well.
“Our team is made up of researchers, 
media practitioners and academia 

that do the assessment based on the 
outcome of the �ndings they re-
ceived.

The survey took place between the 
months of October and December, 
2022 and it was the 11th Edition of 
FAKS’s project.

Respondents for the survey were civil 
society organizations (CSOs), teach-
ers, students, business owners, driv-
ers, traders, Journalists, traditional 
rulers and others. 
 

the regulator.
He will stay for three years, a 
statement from BoG said. 
BoG said in the Tuesday, February 
14, press release that the appoint-
ment was at the behest of BoG 
and will be fully funded by Swit-
zerland’s State Secretariat for Eco-
nomic A�airs (SECO).
“The Adviser’s placement is a con-
tinuation of cooperation in this 
area between BoG, the IMF and 
SECO that started as early as in 
2015 and had already seen the as-
signment of a previous Adviser 

until 2018.
“Achievements from the past col-
laborative e�orts include the pas-
sage of the Banks and Specialised 
Deposit-Taking Institutions Act, 
2016 (Act 930), the development 
and issuance of the Corporate 
Governance Directive 2018, and 
the Capital Requirement Direc-
tive 2018,” the statement said.
It said the Mr Chumo brings 
�rst-hand knowledge of supervi-
sory work from leading central 
banks as well as previous techni-

cal assistance experience in the 
Western Africa region.
It said Mr Chumo started his as-
signment in BoG on February 6 
this year and was expected to 
stay for three years.
“Among others, he will support 
the implementation of Pillar two 
and three of the Basel II/III capital 
frameworks, as well as strengthen 
the Risk-Based Supervisory 
framework at BoG.
“BoG wishes to express its utmost 
appreciation to SECO for the con-
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Founder and Chief Executive Of-
�cer (CEO) of AZA Finance, Eliza-
beth Rossiello, has said that the 
gradual move to web-based pay-
ment solutions, from telco-oper-
ated platforms, will lead to en-
hanced e�ciency, lowered cost 
and greater adoption of digital 
�nancial solutions on the conti-
nent. 
Since its introduction in Africa 
almost 20 years ago, mobile 
money has evolved to become 
one of the preferred payment 
options, resulting in the conti-
nent accounting for 70 percent 
of the US$1 trillion in mobile 
money processed across the 

!
!

The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 

In celebrating this year's Valen-
tine's Day, UBA Ghana rolled out its 
special initiative dubbed ‘Peel The 
Love’ to reward customers who vis-
ited the various business o�ces 
with branded souvenirs.
Commenting on the initiative, 
Head of Marketing and Corporate 
Communications at UBA Ghana, 
Henry Nii Dottey said, “In the spirit 
of Valentine’s Day, which is set 
aside to show love, we are delight-
ed to give a token of souvenirs to 
customers.

“And as it has been the tradition of 
Ghanaians to promote the day as 
‘National Chocolate Day, we also 
shared Ghana made chocolates to 
our customers to help support local 
businesses.
Customers were happy to receive the 
branded souvenirs and chocolates 
from the bank. 
Mr Dottey noted that UBA Ghana 
looks forward to continuing with ex-
citing initiatives in subsequent years 
to share love and create memorable 
moments to UBA Customers.  .

Assets of the Kintampo Rural Bank in 
the Bono East Region grew by 12.92 
per cent in 2021, strengthening the 
bank’s e�orts to facilitate the so-
cio-economic growth of the region.
Mr Martin Mensah, the Chief Execu-
tive O�cer of the Bank, said the 
shareholders’ fund also increased 
from GH¢10.94 million in 2020 to 
GH¢12.30 million in 2021, a marginal 
increment of 12.43 per cent.
In an interview with the Ghana News 
Agency (GNA) at Kintampo, Mr 
Mensah said customer deposits also 
grew by 10.65 per cent in 2021 and 
the bank also spent GH¢29,690 on 
corporate social responsibility.
The amount was channeled into 
social interventions in health, educa-
tion and agriculture as well as com-
munity development.
Mr Mensah said the bank was collab-

orating with the Ministry of Gender, 
Children and Social Protection, and 
the Ghana Interbank Payment and 
Settlement System (GiPSS) to ensure 
bene�ciaries of the livelihood Em-
powerment Against Poverty (LEAP) 
received their allowances without 
di�culties.
Currently, it is serving more than 
8,000 LEAP bene�ciaries in the 
Kintampo South, Kintampo North, 
and Techiman North districts.
In its quest to support agriculture 
and the food value chain, the bank is 
partnering with the Mobilising 
Finance in Agriculture (MFA) to im-
plement a four-year agriculture 
�nancing project in the area.
The Feed the Future Ghana MFA, 
launched in 2021, is a four-year, $19 
million USAID Activity that aims to 

increase the availability of commer-
cial �nancing for agriculture to facili-
tate capital investment and promote 
trade.
The project aimed at increasing 
access to agricultural �nance for se-
lected staples including maize, 
groundnut, shea, soya bean, mango 
and cashew and other high-value 
export commodities in the region.
Mr Mensah called on shareholders 
and customers to remain loyal and 
support the bank’s operations.
Established on October 28, 1978, the 
Kintampo Rural Bank was granted 
license on January 10, 1984.
It was the �rst rural bank to be estab-
lished in the Bono, Bono East and 
Ahafo regions and the seventh in 
Ghana.
Source: GNA 

Web-based payment solutions will 
boost financial inclusion – AZA Finance 

UBA Marks Valentine’s Day with “Peel
The Love Initiative”

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.

globe in 2021, as the value of Af-
rica’s mobile money transactions 
soared by 39 percent 
year-on-year, from US$495 bil-
lion in 2020 to US$701.4 billion 
the following year. 
But Mrs. Rossiello believes that in 
spite of the strides made by 
mobile money, the emergence of 
web-based solutions will drive 
competition as surmounting 
geographical barriers become 
easier and the customer would 
be the better for it. “Moving away 
from solutions o�ered primarily 
by telcos to web-based o�erings 
takes it global which makes it 
more competitive and better for 

the user,” she said in an interac-
tion with the B&FT during a 
recent working visit to the coun-
try.
She added that building on Gha-
na’s recent markedly improved 
�nancial inclusion performance, 
which rose to 68 percent in 2021 
from 58 percent in 2017, as mea-
sured by the 2021 Global Findex, 
would require signi�cant invest-
ment to make the internet more 
accessible across the country.
Noting that access to web-based 
FinTech solutions remains con-
centrated in urban and peri-ur-
ban centres, she said it highlights 
room for growth in the adoption 

of such services. “The internet 
penetration rate is still relatively 
low, so it o�ers much room for 
growth as we do not have a lot of 
internet access in the rural areas 
so they cannot access these 
web-based products, so for now, 
we see a heavy concentration on 
USSD products and similar tel-
co-based solutions but that will 
change as internet access im-
proves,” she stated. 
According to analyses by the in-
telligence arm of the GSM Asso-
ciation and digital technology 
consultancy, Kepios, the internet 
penetration rate in the country 
stood at 53 percent at the begin-

ning of the year, from a total of 
44.9 million cellular mobile con-
nections. The rate places Ghana 
at number 12 on the continent. 
Also in the country’s favour is the 
comparatively low internet 
usage cost, as captured in the 
2022 Worldwide Mobile Pricing 
report, which surveyed 233 
countries and territories and 
shows that �ve of the 10 most ex-
pensive countries (US$10 or 
more for 1 gigabyte) to buy 
mobile data in the world are in 
sub-Saharan Africa, with the 
same amount of data selling at 
US$0.61, on average, in Ghana.  
  

 

Kintampo Rural 
Bank’s assets 
grow by 12.92%

Elizabeth Rossiello, CEO and Nana Yaw Owusu Banahene, Country Manager of AZA Finance
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The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 

GEA engages 200 SMEs on High Growth 
Programme prospects
About 200 Small Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) have participated in a day’s 
stakeholder engagement and orienta-
tion on the SME High Growth Pro-
gramme, aimed at allowing for broader 
consultation in a bid to accelerate their 
growth in the country.

The SME High Growth Programme's 
objective is to assist high-growth po-
tential SMEs in boosting their produc-
tivity and competitiveness in order to 
hasten their growth. Women-owned 
businesses, businesses utilizing green 
technology, SMEs owned by young 
people, and businesses run by People 
with Disabilities (PWDs) will receive 
higher priorities.

Speaking with the press in Accra on 
Wednesday, during the sidelines of the 
event, CEO of Ghana Enterprises 
Agency, Mrs. Kosi Yankey-Ayeh, said 
“We realised that to be able to get 
people to apply and apply well, and to 
allow a broader stakeholder to be able 
to take advantage of the opportunity, 
we need to engage them more. 

The reason we need to do that is if we 
want to build high private sector 
growth, then we need to look at how 
best to bring about that kind of trans-
formation.

About 200 SMEs have come in to par-
ticipate in today’s orientation, they 
were selected carefully by the associa-
tions to come together and those we 

have worked with in the past and 
have been able to use the support 
to transform their businesses to be 
a part of this,” she said.

Application opened

I know there were 2,000 people, 
you know this is a very concentrat-
ed programme -so 2,000 people 
have gone through the application 
process and we looking to have a 
revolving SME programme for 
them. So, we take the �rst and 
second batch and work with them. 
The focus is really technical assis-
tance and then those who show 
success and have potential to grow 
would be given some form of fund-
ing. 

GEA last month launched the new 
SME High Growth Programme to 
build upon and sustain the success-
es attained under the several 
SME-focused support programmes.

Additionally, a sum of US$20 mil-
lion (in cedis equivalent) has been 
allocated for the �agship SME High 
Growth Program, and the pro-
gram's key distinguishing features 
include the provision of training in 
business and �nancial manage-
ment, taxation, and regulatory 
compliance because the goal is to 
provide SMEs with practical knowl-
edge of the Ghanaian tax system as 
well as the basic principles of taxa-

tion, information technology in 
business, and regulatory compli-
ance.

Smaller enterprises should show 
that they have six (6) to thirty (30) 
employees and/or yearly sales of 
between GHS 180,000 and GHS 7.2 
million, while medium-sized busi-
nesses should show that they have 
between 31 and 100 employees 
and GHS 7.2 million to GHS 21.6 mil-
lion in annual sales.

In accordance with the Ghana Eco-
nomic Transformation (GET) Proj-
ect, the GEA has so far successfully 
carried out three interventions, in-
cluding this current SME High 
Growth Programme and phases 1 
and 2 of the COVID-19 Response 
Grant Programme.

The program will enable these busi-
nesses to become not only more 
competitive and export-oriented, 
but also to create new jobs, accord-
ing to Nana Ama Dokua Asiamah 
Adjei, Deputy Minister of Trade & In-
dustry, who also encouraged all 
quali�ed SMEs to take advantage of 
this initiative in order to build and 
scale their businesses.

All quali�ed applicants can apply to 
by completing a registration form 
via the GEA website: 
https://gea/gov.gh/getp   

The Giving Capsules:  A Prosperous Africa
whose development is people-driven is the
Africa we want

ByBy

By Eugene Davis 

FBNBank Ghana is showering grat-
itude on its customers by giving 
them a special treat as part of the 
National Chocolate Day celebra-
tions which falls on 14 February 
2023. 

In a statement released by the 
Bank, it stated that “FBNBank is re-
newing its commitment to its cus-
tomers and assuring them of a 
great year. We �rst of all like to 
show our appreciation for the 
wonderful relationship through-
out 2022. You have been very loyal 
and supportive as we walk togeth-
er towards our joint objectives.”

As part of the Bank’s plans, all cus-
tomers who visit the branches 
would receive a very Ghanaian 
welcome and also be o�ered 
made-in-Ghana chocolate.  

It is expected that the Bank will 
engage its customers and clients 
across all its 23 branches and three 
agencies in Ghana. Customers 
should expect some exciting ac-
tivities within the Bank’s branches 
according to the Bank’s statement.

Speaking about the Chocolate 
Day activity, Agatha Nketsia, Head, 
Enterprise Process Improvement 
(EPI) of FBNBank stated that, “over 
the years, FBNBank has developed 
a very strong relationship with its 
customers. We have gotten to 
know them better, understanding 
their evolving needs and chal-
lenges as we walk together. By so 
doing we have also been able to 
design products and services for 
them in order to address these 
needs. In all these we cannot help 
to point out how grateful we are in 
how supportive the customers 
have been and how very passion-

ate our sta� have also been in their 
delivery of services and products. 
As a Bank, FBNBank has stayed true 
to our promise of putting our cus-
tomers �rst and at the heart of 
whatever we do. At every given op-
portunity, therefore, we show our 
appreciation to them and commit 
to strengthening our resolve to 
meet their needs in a timely fashion. 
This is what we mean when we say 
we deliver the gold standard of 
value and excellence. This is what 
FBNBank believes its customers de-
serve.”

Aside increasing its branch network 
in a bid to deepen interaction be-
tween the Bank and its relationship 
with customers, the Bank has also 
strengthened its digital o�ering 
with the capacity to deliver prod-
ucts and services on a foundation of 
security and convenience following 
ISO and PCI DSS certi�cations. With 
all these, in addition to the estab-
lishment of the Bank’s Contact 
Centre to tackle customer enquiries, 
FBNBank has developed stronger 
bonds with its customers necessi-
tating the e�ort on the part of the 
Bank to deepen the relationship fur-
ther on the occasion of Chocolate 
Day.

FBNBank has in its 26 years of oper-
ating in Ghana remained focused 
on putting its customers and com-
munities �rst. FBNBank Ghana is a 
member of the First Bank of Nigeria 
Limited Group which is renowned 
for its great customer service and 
general stakeholder engagement 
garnered over its 128 years of oper-
ation. FBNBank Ghana has 23 
branches and 3 agencies across the 
country with over 500 sta�. FBN-
Bank o�ers universal banking ser-
vices to individuals and businesses 
in Ghana.

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.

Agatha Nketsia, Head, Enterprise Process Improvement (EPI), FBNBank Ghana Limited
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The South African Institute of Inter-
national A�airs, a Johannesburg 
based foreign policy think tank, has 
released a special researched 
report on Russia-Africa. 

According to the report, Russia has 
signed military-technical agree-
ments with over 20 African coun-
tries and has secured lucrative 
mining and nuclear energy con-
tracts on the continent.

Russia views Africa as an increasing-
ly important vector of its 
post-Western foreign policy. It's 
support for authoritarian regimes 
in Africa are readily noticeable, and 
its soft power has drastically 
eroded. As suspicions arise that 
Russia's growing assertiveness in 
Africa is a driver of instability, its ap-
proach to governance encourages 
pernicious practices, such as klep-
tocracy and autocracy in Africa.

Over the years, Russia has terribly 
failed to deliver on its pledges and 
promises, various bilateral agree-
ments undelivered. Heading into 
the July 2023 Russia-Africa Summit 
in St Petersburg (unless the pro-
posed date and venue change, 
again), Russia looks more like a 'vir-
tual great power' than a genuine 
challenger to European, American 
and Chinese in�uence.

What is, particularly, interesting re-
lates to the well-researched report 
by Ovigwe Eguegu, a Nigerian 
policy analyst at Development Re-
imagined, a consultancy headquar-
tered in Beijing, China. His report 
was based on more than 80 media 
publications dealing with Russia's 
military-technical cooperation in 
Africa. His study focused on the Re-
public of Mali and the Central Afri-
can Republic as case studies.

The report titled -  Russia's Private 
Military Diplomacy in Africa: High 
Risk, Low Reward, Limited Impact - 
says that Russia's renewed interest 
in Africa is driven by its quest for 
global power status. Few expect 

Russia's security engagement to 
bring peace and development to 
countries with which it has security 
partnerships.

While Moscow's opportunistic use 
of private military diplomacy has 
allowed it to successfully gain a 
strategic foothold in partner coun-
tries, the lack of transparency in in-
teractions, the limited scope of 
impact and the high �nancial and 
diplomatic costs expose the limita-
tions of the partnership in address-
ing the peace and development 
challenges of African host coun-
tries, the report says.

Much of the existing literature on 
Russia's foreign policy pointed to 
the fact that Moscow's desire to 
regain great power status has been 
pursued largely by exploiting op-
portunities in weak and fragile 
states in Africa.

Ovigwe Eguegu's report focused 
on the use of private military com-
panies to carry out 'military diplo-
macy' in those African states, and 
the main research questions were: 
What impact is Russia's private mili-
tary diplomacy in Africa having on 
host countries' peace and develop-
ment? Why Russia has chosen mili-
tary diplomacy as the preferred 
means to gain a foothold on the 
continent? 

He interrogates whether fragile Af-
rican states advance their security, 
diplomatic and economic interests 
through a relationship with Russia. 
Overcoming the multidimensional 
problems facing Libya, Sudan, 
Somali, Mali and Central African Re-
public will require comprehensive 
peace and development strategies 
that include con�ict resolution and 
peacebuilding, state-building, se-
curity sector reform, and profound 
political reforms to improve gover-
nance and rule of law – not to men-
tion sound economic planning crit-
ical for attracting the foreign direct 
investment needed to spur eco-

nomic growth.

In the report, Eguegu further looked 
at the geopolitical dynamics of Rus-
sia’s new interest in Africa. He assert-
ed that during the Cold War, the in-
terests of the Soviet Union and 
many African states aligned along 
pragmatic and ideological lines. 
Many African countries had, after in-
dependence, resumed agitation 
against colonialism, racism, and 
capitalism throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. The clash between com-
munism and capitalism provided 
ample opportunity to the Soviets to 
provide support to African countries 
both in ideological solidarity and as 
practical opposition to Western Eu-
ropean and US in�uence in Africa.

Since Soviet's collapse in 1991, 
Russia itself has rekindled relation-
ships with African countries for 
myriad reasons – but these can 
largely be attributed more to prag-
matism than ideology. More speci�-
cally, Russia's interactions with Afri-
can states have been multi-dimen-
sional ranging from economic and 
political to security oriented.

He o�ered the example of Moscow's 
relationships with Eritrea and Sudan 
that ultimately provided Russia with 
some in�uence and leeway in the 
critical Red Sea region, and also to 
counter the in�uence of the US and 
China. But the main feature of Rus-
sia's policy is mostly 'elite-based' 
and support for often illegitimate or 
unpopular leaders. 

The report also highlighted the 
myriad socioeconomic and political 
challenges plaguing a number of Af-
rican countries. Despite these devel-
opments, some have struggled to 
maintain socioeconomic and politi-
cal stability. The spread of insecurity 
has now become more complex 
across the Sahel region. The crisis is 
multidimensional, involving the po-
litical, socioeconomic, regional and 
climatic dimensions. Good gover-
nance challenges plays it own role. 

By Kestér Kenn Klomegâh

In additional to that, weak politi-
cal and judicial institutions have 
contributed to deep-seated cor-
ruption. 

Con�ict resolution has to be tied 
to comprehensive improvement 
of political governance, econom-
ic development and social ques-
tions. Some of the fragile and 
con�ict-ridden African countries 
are keen on economic diversi�-
cation and broader economic 
development. However, prog-
ress is limited by inadequate 
access to �nance and the fragile 
security situation.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, these fragile 
states have to diversify their 
economy and establish connec-
tion between the various eco-
nomic regions and activities. 
Poverty caused by years of lack-
lustre economic performance is 
one of the root causes of insecu-
rity. As such, economic develop-
ment and growth would form a 
key part of the solution to re-
gional security problems.

Analysts, however, suggest that 
Russia utilises mercenaries and 
technical cooperation mecha-
nisms to gain and secure access 
to politically aligned actors and, 
by extension, economic bene�ts 
like natural resources and trade 
deals.

It is argued that the adherence 
to a primarily military approach 
to insecurity challenges is inade-
quate and not fully the right 
path for attaining the expected 
peace and development. Fur-
thermore, fragmented, untrans-
parent and unharmonized peace 
processes will impede consider-
ably on sustainable solutions to 
the existing con�icts in Africa.

Worse is that Russia's strengths 
expressed through military part-
nerships fall short of what is 
needed to address the complexi-

ties and scale of the problems 
facing those African countries. 
Moscow certainly has not shown 
enough commitment needed for 
the comprehensive peacebuild-
ing programmes, security sector 
reforms, state-building, and im-
provement to governance and 
rule of law.

Surely, African countries have to 
begin to re-evaluate their rela-
tionship with Russia. African 
leaders should not expect any-
thing tangible from meetings, 
conferences and summits. Since 
the �rst Russia-Africa summit 
held 2019, very little has been 
achieved. Nevertheless, not ev-
erything is perfect. There is some 
high optimism that e�orts might 
gain grounds. The comprehen-
sive summit declaration, at least, 
o�ers the clear strategic road-
map for building relations.

At this point, it is even more im-
probable that Moscow would 
commit �nancial resources to 
invest in economic sectors, given 
the fact that series of stringent 
sanctions imposed to isolate it 
following Putin's invasion of 
Ukraine. The impact of sanctions 
and the toll of the war on the 
Russian economy are likely to see 
Moscow redirect its practical at-
tention towards ensuring stabili-
ty within its borders and in its pe-
riphery. 

Notwithstanding its aim of work-
ing in this emerging new multi-
polar world with Africa, Russia's 
in�uence is still comparatively 
marginal and its policy tools are 
extremely limited relative to 
other international actors, in-
cluding China and Western coun-
tries such as France, European 
Union members and the United 
States. Russia's policy objectives 
and perspectives have to ad-
vance the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 of the African 
Union.



Ghana’s plans to transform its health 
sector through new partnerships, pi-
oneering technology, infrastructural 
developments and policies aimed at 
extending the reach of services into 
rural areas will be mapped out in a 
forthcoming report by the global re-
search and advisory company Oxford 
Business Group (OBG).

The Report: Ghana 2023 will shine a 
spotlight on the country’s rapidly 
changing health ecosystem, charting 
the facilities and services that are 
being rolled out by both the public 
and private sectors.

The key role that the latest technolog-
ical developments are set to play in 
ushering in a new era of healthcare in 
Ghana will be a focal point.

Updates will also be given on the Na-
tional Health Insurance Scheme. 
Other topical issues set for analysis in-
clude Ghana’s plans to expand the 
country’s pharmaceutical industry by 
increasing manufacturing produc-
tion.  

OBG has signed a �rst-time memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) with 
the Africa Medical Information Centre 
(AMIC) as it begins work on The 
Report: Ghana 2023. Under the agree-
ment, AMIC will team up with OBG to 
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Oxford Business Group signs MoU with the
Africa Medical Information Centre for new
sectoral analysis

produce the Health Chapter of the 
report and other content for the 
Group’s suite of research tools.

The MoU was signed by Ramona 
Tarta, OBG’s Country Director for 
Ghana, and Dr Akshay Rath, Medical 
Director, AMIC, and former UN physi-
cian.

Commenting after the signing, Dr 
Rath described OBG as an ideal part-
ner for AMIC, given its reputation as a 
go-to source of accurate, reliable 
business intelligence for investors 
seeking untapped opportunities in 
emerging markets like Ghana and the 
wider region.

“Oxford Business Group will be high-
lighting the potential in Ghana’s 
health sector, while also identifying 
uncharted areas for medical research 
and making medical data and infor-
mation accessible to end-users,” he 
said. “It is our hope at AMIC that the 
report will help attract the invest-
ments that are needed, especially in 
the manufacturing of medical sup-
plies and vaccines in Ghana, the 
sub-region and Africa as a whole.”

Tarta said AMIC’s decision to choose 
Ghana for its head o�ce as part of 
broader plans to modernise health-
care delivery across the region 

aligned well with the national over-
haul gaining pace of medical facili-
ties and services.

“Ghana is set to bene�t from a range 
of new services and facilities making 
use of cutting-edge technology, 
through a wealth of public-private 
partnerships that include screening 
initiatives, surgeries and second 
opinions for diagnoses,” she said. “As 
part of its preparations to spearhead 
healthcare improvements across the 
continent, the Africa Medical Infor-
mation Centre has established exten-
sive resources, including in-depth, 
credible industry data that will un-
doubtedly enhance our research. I’m 
delighted that our on-the-ground 
representatives and, ultimately, in-
vestors eyeing Ghana’s potential, will 
bene�t from this fruitful partnership.”

Also present at the signing, Dr Nitish 
Shetty, CEO of Aster Hospitals, Ban-
galore, one of AMIC’s partners, high-
lighted the pivotal role that AMIC 
was set to play in addressing gaps 
and challenges in Ghana’s healthcare 
system and others regionally.

“The African Medical Information 
Centre will be supported by all 30 of 
our hospitals in seven countries. Our 
1500 doctors are leaders in their spe-
cialised �elds and are keen to help 

with capacity-building locally, ar-
ranging training programmes and ex-
change programmes,” he said.  “Our 
aim is that over time, together with 
our stakeholders in Ghana and across 
the wider region, we can address the 
challenges they face in the medical 
�eld, while paving the way for this 
centre to become Africa’s medical 
tourism hub.”

The Report: Ghana 2023 will be pro-
duced with AMIC, the Association of 
Ghana Industries, PwC Ghana and 
other partners. It will contain contri-
butions from leading personalities in 
the public and private sectors, includ-
ing: Kwaku Agyaman-Manu, Minister 
of Health; Yo� Grant, CEO, Ghana In-
vestment Promotion Centre; Ken 
Ofori-Atta, Minister for Finance; 

Joseph Boahen Aidoo, CEO, Ghana 
Cocoa Board; and Ernest Addison, 
Governor of the Bank of Ghana.

 The Report: Ghana 2023 will mark 
the culmination of months of re-
search by a team of analysts from 
Oxford Business Group. It will be a 
vital guide to the many facets of the 
country, including its macroeconom-
ics, infrastructure, banking and other 
sectoral developments. The Report: 
Ghana 2023 will be available online 
and in print. It will form part of a 
series of tailored studies that OBG is 
currently producing with its partners, 
alongside other highly relevant, 
go-to research tools, including ESG 
and Future Readiness reports, coun-
try-speci�c Growth and Recovery 
Outlook articles and interviews.

Media

Media must help promote Chocolate Day
By Philip Gebu

February 14, was chocolate day. I of-
fered some Ghanaian made choco-
late to family and friends. How I wish 
we take away this Val’s day concept 
from the mind of the youth and input 
the chocolate day concept. Media 
must help because the history of Val-
entine’s day has been misconstrued 
by media and yesterday they were 
happily wishing people happy Val’s 
day instead of happy Chocolate day. 
The youth may see the day as an 
avenue to fornicate. Prior to Choco-
late day, my daughter of 8 years told 
me daddy tomorrow is Val’s day. I 
asked her who told her tomorrow is 
Val’s day? She replied saying her 
friends were saying it in school. I then 
asked her what Val’s day is and she 
could not explain. I then corrected 
her and told her it’s not Val’s day but 
rather Chocolate day. To help sink this 
into her mind, I o�ered her money to 
buy some Ghanaian made chocolates 
and she gladly enjoyed them. How I 
wished all parents will do same. By 
the way, has anyone tried those for-
eign chocolate being sold on our 
streets? They taste so arti�cial and 
have melted unlike the Ghanaian 
made chocolate made inTema.
In 2005, the late Jake Obetsebi 
Lamptey and his advisors at the time 
saw the drifting away of our youth 
into an unprecedented level of pro-
miscuity. They then decided to intro-
duce the Chocolate Day which has 
been a good one so far. 
In those days young girls and boys 
will move around in the evening 
wearing red cloths ready for an 
outing which may end up in fornica-
tion. Jo Ellen Fair in her research arti-
cle entitled African Studies review 
gave a detailed report on the rise of 
Valentine’s day in Ghana. She state 
that Valentine day was borrowed 
from abroad, altered to �t local cir-
cumstances, Valentine's day is part of 
a complex set of imported and indig-
enous lifestyle market that are used 

increasingly in urban Africa by indi-
viduals and social groups to con-
struct identities as older and more 
traditional cultural norms and forms 
loosen their hold. The self-conscious 
choice and arrangement in one's life 
of these markers-some local, some 
imported, all under constant recon-
�guration-increasingly, according to 
Chaney (1996, 2 is culture). As 
Chaney argues, lifestyle creation 
through choice does imply a new su-
per�ciality of culture or a looming 
monotony of global taste. Rather, 
the ability of individuals and groups 
to craft lifestyles through choice of 
symbols and consumption of prod-
ucts empowers them by uniting 
them with like-minded people in 
their own society and abroad, while 
distinguishing and separating them 
from persons near and far whose 
preferences, behaviors, and values 
mark alternative paths of personal 
and progress. The growth of the cel-
ebration of Valentine's day in Ghana 
is associated with the privatization 
of broadcast media, the reestablish-
ment of vibrant urban commercial 
sector, rising consumerism, and a re-
examination in Accra (and through-
out urban Africa) of the contours of 
courtship, and marriage. 
Many in the West consider Valen-
tine's day a thoroughly contempo-
rary contrivance, a holiday manufac-
tured by the greeting card industry. 
But the holiday has a deep history in 
Western culture: apparent pre-Chris-
tian antecedents in the Roman festi-
val of Lupercalia; a pair of Saints Val-
entine putatively beheaded by Clau-
dius II in the third century; churches 
and shrines dedicated to the mar-
tyrs' memory throughout Europe; 
and a long association of the holiday 
with the desires of the human heart 
(Chase 1956; Myers 1972; Baird 1990; 
Santino 1994; Schmidt 1995.)
Responding to increasing pressure 
from external funders (the World 

Bank, IMF, and private �nanciers), the 
government of President Jerry Rawl-
ings acceded in 1995 to demands for 
deregulation and privatization of na-
tional broadcast media. Radio was 
the �rst broadcast medium to be de-
regulated, with the Voice of Legon 
(now named Radio Universe) as the 
�rst private, nongovernmental radio 
station in late February few months 
later in April, Joy FM began broad-
casting as Ghana's �rst commercial 
station. Several stations followed, 
and by 1997 there were so many 
commercial stations operating in the 
Accra area. With so many new sta-
tions, the radio industry was con-
fronted with problems of content 
and audience: what to broadcast, 
how to attract listeners, and how to 
deliver an economically viable audi-
ence to potential advertisers. Promo-
tions seemed to be the answer. "We 
got hold of broadcasting promotion 
books, and we ran with them," said 
Komla Dumor. Joy FM's morning per-
sonality. "Every station in town did 
the same. Dumor said Joy initiated 
Accra's Valentine day’s promotions in 
1996 because the station "wanted to 
build a solid base listenership".
In view of the above, the establish-
ment of Valentine's day in most espe-
cially the youth and with the increas-
ing concern of promiscuity, The 
Chocolate Day  (known as National 
Chocolate Day) was instituted to take 
away the mind of the youth away 
from Valentine's Day. It  is a celebra-
tion instituted by the Ghana Tourism 
Authority  in 2005.  The celebration 
which is earmarked for the 14th Feb-
ruary annually, is targeted at boost-
ing the domestic consumption of 
Ghanaian chocolate and other cocoa 
based products, to promote domes-
tic tourism and to give a healthy ori-
entation to the celebration of Valen-
tine's day. The initiative is also aimed 
at shifting the attention of the youth 
from engaging in sexual activities to-

wards showcasing love to their loved 
ones through a gift of chocolate. The 
activity was instituted by the Ghana 
Tourism Authority in partnership with 
the  Cocoa Processing Company  of 
Ghana.  
At the launch of the celebration, the 
Minister made reference to the low 
consumption of cocoa products in the 
country even though the country was 
the second largest producer of cocoa 
in the world and hoped that the insti-
tution of the day will encourage con-
sumption among Ghanaians. The min-
istry also mentioned the proposed es-
tablishment of a cocoa museum fol-
lowing the initiation of the day.

Cocoa production has been the main-
stay  of Ghana’s economy since the 
1870s. It dominates the agricultural 
sector and contributes about  30%  of 
the country’s export earnings. Cocoa 
employs about 800,000 farmers direct-
ly. It also supports the livelihoods of 
others in the commerce, service and 
industrial sectors of the Ghanaian 
economy. This makes it an important 
generator of revenue. Chocolate 
comes from cocoa. On Valentine's day, 
instead of engaging in unproductive 
activities, it’s prudent to visit tourist at-
tractions where the learning of cocoa 
will be unveiled. Businesses will also 
make money which will help the na-
tional economy.  Cocoa Research Insti-
tute is one attraction many people 
could visit on the day. Another attrac-
tion is the Cocoa Processing Company 
in Tema. The Tetteh Quarshie farm 
must also not be left out. When these 
cocoa based attractions are promoted 
and visited, the end result will be a 
desire created in the youth to explore 
our chocolate and cocoa based tourist 
sites. School children must be made to 
travel to other regions sharing choco-
late. When this is well promoted and 
sponsors attracted a great avenue to 
promote domestic tourism would have 
been put into reality.

How will green tourism be promoted?
Green tourism seeks to promote visits 
to green environments. Trees and 
nature are mostly green. As tourists 
(both domestic and international) visit 
green sites, they will learn more about 
nature and our agriculture. One good 
destination to visit is the Cocoa Re-
search Institute and the Tetteh Quarsh-
ie Farm not forgetting the Aburi Gar-
dens as mentioned earlier on. The 
Cocoa Processing factory in Tema must 
also be a must go attraction. The pro-
cess of learning the processing of 
Chocolate for our school children will 
be of great bene�ts to us all.

Philip Gebu is a Tourism Lecturer/Train-
er. He is the C.E.O of FoReal Destina-
tions Ltd, a Tourism Destinations Man-
agement and Marketing Company 
based in Ghana and with partners in 
many other countries. Please contact 
Philip with your comments and sug-
gestions. Write to forealdestina-
tions@gmail.com / info@forealdestina-
tions.com. Visit our website at www.fo-
realdestinations.com or call or 
W h a t s A p p 
+233(0)244295901/0264295901
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example, distinguishes between 
what he refers to as “communica-
tive rationality,” which views ratio-
nality as depending on successful 
communication and a consensus 
of actors, and “cognitive-instru-
mental rationality,” the mechanis-
tic type of rationality that shapes 
modern society.
Among the feminist, postcolonial, 
and pan-African spaces where I 
work, there are numerous import-
ant critiques of rationality. One 
such body of work was created by 
the black feminist thinker Audre 
Lorde, who wrote about the 
“non-european consciousness” 
that elucidates reality not only 
through rationalizing but also 
through phenomena such as the 
erotic and the poetic.
I experienced the latter during 
lockdown, when I had climate-re-
lated nightmares – perhaps the 
most vivid being a sudden hail-
storm on a sunny summer beach. 
These could be described as a 
type of eco-poetic rationality that 
the political theorist Stephanie 
Erev refers to as “feeling the vibra-
tions.” Sure, conventional rational 
thought can explain unexpected 
weather changes, but when I 
learned that many others were 
having  climate dreams, too, I 
could not discard this eco-poetic 
way of knowing as irrelevant to 
the broader discussion of the 
planetary crisis.
To be clear, I am not a relativist 

policy design, and inform our rela-
tionship with the natural world. 
We can’t change these domains 
without questioning our under-
standing of rationality.
The eco gender gap clearly 
demonstrates how rationality 
functions as a moral framework, 
and why it needs rethinking. A re-
search project  in Sweden found a 
correlation between a “sturdy 
belief in … science rationality” and 
climate skepticism among a group 
of in�uential older men in aca-
demia, indicating that the prob-
lem extends well beyond far-right 
in�uencers like Tate. The rational-
ism of the Enlightenment was of 
course at the root of industrializa-
tion and the evolution of moderni-
ty. Despite its many important 
contributions, however, it is also a 
signi�cantly oppressive frame-
work.
From  dualism  and  techno-solu-
tionism  to  e�ective altruism  and 
international development 
models, our world is shaped by a 
scienti�c doctrine stemming from 
the idea that rationality is strictly 
to do with data, quanti�cation, an-
alytics, and methodological 
sense-making, and that these 
traits are tied to whiteness, mascu-
line identity, and separation from 
nature.
There are other ways to think 
about rationality, and  we need 
them desperately. The German 
philosopher Jürgen Habermas, for 

A recent Twitter spat between in-
�uencer Andrew Tate and climate 
activist  Greta Thunberg  epito-
mized the eco gender gap. Tweet-
ing at the activist, Tate – the epito-
me of a man who views saving the 
planet as a threat to his masculini-
ty – boasted about the “enormous 
emissions” of his luxury car collec-
tion, to which Thunberg replied 
with a  takedown  that currently 
ranks as the  fourth most liked 
tweet  ever. As columnist Rebecca 
Solnit  writes, “There’s a direct as-
sociation between machismo and 
the refusal to recognize and re-
spond appropriately to the cli-
mate catastrophe.”
While some may laugh o� an 
online dispute between two 
high-pro�le individuals, the di�er-
ences between how women and 
men respond to global warming 
are well documented. Recent 
studies have shown that only 59% 
of men in the United Kingdom are 
committed to a green lifestyle, 
compared to 71% of women, and 
that men are less likely than 
women to recycle and consume 
environmentally friendly prod-
ucts. This gap has been attributed 
to some men’s perception of envi-
ronmental justice as a feminine 
pursuit.
With air pollution from fossil fuels 
killing  millions of people each 
year (many of whom live in the 
Global South), we have a clear eth-
ical obligation to combat climate 

change. And since sexism evi-
dently harms the capacity to act 
rationally in this regard, we need 
to clarify and transform the per-
ceived relationship between cli-
mate change, gender stereo-
types, and rationality.
Like all gender gaps, this one is 
the result of deceptive and biased 
thinking – the opposite of ratio-
nality. It is this, not emotion, that 
undermines reason. Emotions 
make us human, not irrational. 
Bias, whatever its cause, is what 
makes us incapable of objectivity, 
and it underlies the entrenched 
gender stereotype that women 
are emotional while men are ra-
tional. This stereotype is a 
well-known cause of  gender in-
equality. But a point that is 
seldom addressed is how the ste-
reotype relies on an idea of ratio-
nality that is  limited in the �rst 
place.
Rationality is not simply “the abili-
ty  to use knowledge to attain 
goals,” as the cognitive and evolu-
tionary psychologist Steven 
Pinker argues in his book  Ratio-
nality: What It Is, Why It Seems 
Scarce, Why It Matters. Nor is it 
merely a philosophical concept to 
submit to logical and metaphysi-
cal examinations. Rationality has 
also become an overarching 
moral framework with deep so-
ciopolitical implications. Our un-
derstanding of rationality can in-
�uence political strategy, shape 

when it comes to knowledge. 
I don’t believe that all ways of 
knowing are equal in every con-
text. There are instances when 
objectivity and impartiality 
should be privileged, especially 
when questions concern scientif-
ic knowledge. But when it comes 
to knowledge itself, we need to 
embrace multiple perspectives 
and a pluralist approach to 
reduce normative biases. Even if 
all ways of knowing are not equal 
in every context, they are all rele-
vant.
For as long as I can remember, my 
temperament has been informed 
by a need to break free of social 
norms. When I �rst started explor-
ing feminism as a tool for doing 
so, I thought of these norms as 
structural: patriarchy, white su-
premacy, neo-colonialism. But I 
increasingly recognized that the 
prison was also intellectual, in the 
truest sense of the word: relating 
to what, why, and how we know. 
Thus, to break free from struc-
tures of oppression, one must 
�ght for an intellectual revolution 
as well, by returning to the source 
of knowledge itself.
In a world confronting what many 
are calling a “polycrisis,” disrupt-
ing the dominant framework of 
rationality with an intersectional 
approach to knowledge is not 
only a feminist ideal. As the 
Tate-Thunberg exchange reminds 
us, it is necessary for humanity 
and the planet to �ourish.
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